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soil and productiveness, can lay no claim to picturesque beauty. Even here, however, extensive forests of babul {Acacia arabica] in many places skirt the reaches of the river for miles together. Near the town of Sehwan, the Lakhi range forms an abrupt escarpment towards the Indus in a perpendicular face of rock 600 feet high. But the finest views in the province are those which embrace the towns of Sukkur and Rohri, and the island fortress of Bukkur, with its lofty walls, lying in the river between them. All three crown the range of limestone hills through which the Indus has here cut its way, and the minarets and houses, especially in Rohri, overhang the stream from a towering height. A little to the south of Bukkur, again, lies the green island of Sadh Bela with its sacred shrine, while groves of date-palm and acacia stud the banks of the Indus on either side.
The extreme south-eastern border of Sind is formed by the RANN OF CUTCH, an immense salt-water waste, with an area of about 9,000 square miles. It bounds the District of Thar and Parkar for a distance of nearly 80 miles. Every part of it is devoid of herbage, and a large portion is annually converted into a salt lake from June to November, owing to the influx of the sea at Lakhpat Bandar on the Kori mouth of the Indus, as well as at other places in Cutch and Kathiawar. During the remaining six months of the year, after the evaporation of the water, the surface becomes encrusted with salt, while herds of chinkara (gazelle) and a few wild asses roam over the desert expanse. According to local tradition, a well-tilled plain, irrigated by a branch of the Indus, once covered the western portion of the Rann; but the hand of man assisted by an earthquake diverted the waters, and the tract has ever since remained a waste of salt. The upper part of the Kori mouth still bears the name of the purana or 'ancient' stream; and there is little doubt that the Indus once took a more easterly course than at present, and so rendered some portion of the Rann a fertile lowland.
-The whole- sea-coast of Sind, except the part between Karachi and Cape Monze, where the Pab hills approach the shore, is low and flat, and submerged at spring-tides. It consists, in fact, of a series of mud-banks deposited by the Indus, or in a few places of sandhills blown from seaward. The sea near the shore is very shallow, owing to the quantity of mud brought down by the river. A bank extends along the coast from Karachi to Cutch, about 2 miles from the land and 3 miles in width, and which is generally dry at low water. This circumstance renders the approach to the shore extremely dangerous for large vessels, and the only harbour in the province is at KARACHI.
Lakes are rare, the largest being the MANCHHAR in the Sehwan tdluka> formed by the surplus waters of the Western Nara and the rain torrents of the Kirthar hills. During the inundation season, it